20230129 1 John 3:10-24 Love your Neighbor 


The Imperative of Love 


10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does 
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. ** For 
this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous. "° Do not marvel, 
my brethren, if the world hates you. '* We know that we have passed from death to life, 
because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 

15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 
life abiding in him. 


The key to this passage is once again “practicing righteousness”. This is the righteous 
standing that you have before God because of Jesus Christ. You have been cloted in 
the righteousness of Jesus. This is not talking about “positional righteousness”. We 
enjoy that as a privilege of sonship. Your “practical righteousness” will show your 
“positional righteousness”. Don't get hung up on this. It is a work of the Lord and not 
something we have to strive over. He is responding to men who are walking in a way 
completely contrary to the character of God. 


VERSE 10 


| want to repeat once again that this is absolutely a different kind of righteousness, and 
the Bible calls refers to it as “practicing righteousness”. This is how | treat you who are 
reading this sermon. It is how | treat my wife, my children, and my friends, and my 
“neighbor” (anybody who God brings into my life). The Greek text clearly uses the 
phrase including the word “practice or work at”. If you look below you will see it on the 
third line as Troiwv dıKaıoouvnv, And that is transcribed and pronounced in English as 
poión dikaiosunen. 
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TAC,,0,, TOV, ÖLKALOUVNV,g EOTIV,, OUK,, EK,, TOU,,OE0d,, Kal,, e 0, 7 
whodoes not love his brother .* 
> P27 un,,äyanöv,, avtod,, TOV. ASEAPÓV,y 


In the same way that there are believers who mix the covenants of God together, there 
are righteousness mixers that fail to understand that there are words such as 
“righteousness” in the Bible that refer to different things. One is refering to that 
righteousness we receive in the upper sphere (see my chart on confession) as opposed 
to living righteously (holy and godly living) in the bottom left sphere (referring to the 
chart on confession). 


John is saying that conduct matters. lt does not matter as to our salvation, but it 
“manifests” (shows) the condition of our soul. It is an outward sign of an inward faith. He 
is saying that people who consistently, constantly, and repeatedly live in ongoing sin, 
are in the flesh, and they are showing by their fruit (their works) that they are not of God. 
They are reflecting who their true father is. They particularly manifest this in their lack of 
love for their “brother”. Guys, behavior matters, and love is the thermometer to show our 
spiritual temperature. When you come to Christ, change will take place as the Word of 
God takes hold of your soul and it changes the way you think, live, and act. 


VERSES 11-12 He repeats that this message of love, saying once again that it is 
an old message that has been the message from God since the beginning. He adds that 
we first see this message of God violated in the murder of Able by his brother Cain. He 
adds that Cain murdered Abel because of Abel's works of righteousness. It is just a 
matter of fact that the world and the evil persons in the world hate the righteous and 
they even hate the righteous deeds done by the righteous. Solomon tells us, 
“Bloodthirsty men hate one who is blameless and seek the life of the upright.” (Proverbs 
29:10 ESV) Jesus repeated the same truth when He said, “Ifthe world hates you, know 
that it has hated me before it hated you.” (John 15:18 ESV) 


VERSE 14 


The Outworking of Love 


16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. '7 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his 
brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in 
him??? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 
20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 

21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. ? And 
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do 
those things that are pleasing in His sight. 9 And this is His commandment: that we 
should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave 
us commandment.*4 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in 
him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 


